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and drove off thirty-four paraos, which had been sent from
Calicut to intercept the ships trading to Cochin.

The Zamorin and the Moors next resorted to other A1><
tactics. The Portuguese came for pepper and spices, and 1503-40
if unable to procure these they might perhaps leave the
coast. The utmost exertions were therefore made to pre-
vent them from getting a lading for their ships. Albu-
querque sent Pacheco into the interior to procure pepper,
but what he got after great exertions and fighting sufficed
only to load one ship. Albuquerque had, soon after his
arrival at Cochin, sent two vessels to Quilon to load
pepper, and as soon as the fortress was completed, news
having reached him that thirty ships had recently left
Calicut bound for Coromandel, he hastened his departure
for that place. At this time the heir to the throne was
a minor, and the Queen Dowager governed as Eegent.
She generally lived in the interior of the country, and
appointed a Council of leading men to manage the affairs
of the State at Quilon. These men had been bribed by
the Zamorin to oppose the establishment of the Portu-
guese in that place, but on the arrival of Albuquerque
they were too much afraid of him to offer any resistance ;
gave him a hearty reception in the name of the Queen
Regent, and permitted him to establish a factory there.

On this coming to the knowledge of the Zamorin he
used every endeavour to induce the Queen to drive out
the Portuguese from her dominions ; she, however, replied
that not only had the people of Quilon received no insult
or injury from the Portuguese, but the latter were believed
to be men of their word, and that, unless they were to act
otherwise, it would not be possible to depart from what
thad already been agreed upon with them. One great
^Euse of the success of Affonso de Albuquerque at Quilon
was that here there were no Moors, or other foreigners
with whom the Portuguese were likely to come into
serious competition in the matter of trade.

Whilst Albuquerque was taking in cargo at Quilon the